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École Intermédiaire 
Shuswap Middle School
171 – 30th Street SE      Salmon Arm, BC    V1E 4P2
Tel 250-832-6031  Fax 250-832-7114   Email sms@sd83.bc.ca


September 3, 2019
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,
Welcome back to our grade 7 and 8 students, and a big welcome to our new students and our grade 6s.  Our fabulous staff has been working hard over the summer to get everything in place for a fabulous year at Shuswap Middle School!  Our custodians have been working hard to bring the shine back to SMS and our building is welcoming and clean.  Our counsellors and office staff have been getting to know our new students and putting together classes, and teachers and CEAs have been planning for an exciting year.  

We are proud to be a part of this dedicated staff.  SMS provides an excellent learning environment as well as many opportunities for students at lunchtime and after school.  It is great to be back! For new students and parents, be sure to take advantage of the many activities provided to make your middle school years a success.  Returning students know how fortunate you are to have so many educational and social experiences planned by the staff to make your middle years memorable.

Staff Changes at SMS
Our fantastic team of clerical staff, CUPE staff and teachers has remained almost the same as last year.  We feel fortunate to work with such a dedicated team that loves working with students in the middle school years. Chris Matheson and I welcome Sandra Major to our administration team.

Green Team:  A big welcome back from maternity leave to the dynamic duo of Claudia Chalabi and Amanda Tait who will be sharing one of our two Late French Immersion grade 6 classes.

Orange Team: Mrs. Brunwald and Mrs. Hiebert who are both known and loved by our students on the yellow team are joining the orange team this year. Mrs. Lawson will be returning from maternity leave on December 1.
SD #83 Permission Forms Information
Below, you will find instructions on how to go online to update your child’s information.  Please complete any time before Friday, September 13. 

The following forms have been posted on Parent Connect for you to review and authorize.  Please login to your Parent Connect account, review the notices and select the appropriate response to each form. It is mandatory that all forms be reviewed and responded to by your child’s parent/guardian.  Several forms require student verification on Student Connect as well.

To access Parent Connect, go to the school district’s website (www.sd83.bc.ca) and look under the Parents and Students drop down menu (there are also instructions on using Parent Connect located there) or go to parentconnect.sd83.bc.ca. You can access your account by putting in your email we have on file. If we don’t have your email, please let our secretary know and she can then enter in your email address to our system. If you have more than one child, you will have to request a password for each child, and can then change the password so they are the same, that way all your children’s names can come up under one email.  You can also watch a video on using Parent Connect, found on the Parent Connect Sign In screen, for those needing additional assistance.

Please click and respond to each of the forms below.  To view the form, click on the “Click here to view form” box.  *IMPORTANT* - As you review and update each FORM, PLEASE SELECT THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE ON PARENT CONNECT AND CLICK SAVE (located near top right of page).
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Shuswap Middle School is a welcoming, safe community that supports learning for all.
Please ensure you respond to each of the following:
· District Cloud Services Consent
· Parent Information Code of Conduct
· Student Information Code of Conduct
· Parent Personal Information Consent
· Student Personal Information Consent
· Parent Outside Media Consent
· Student Outside Media Consent
· myBluePrint Consent
· Parent Network Permission
· Student Wifi Agreement
· Verification Form
· Walking Parent Permission


IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, PLEASE ALSO REVIEW AND VERIFY YOUR DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON PARENT CONNECT:  Please take a moment to review your demographic information on Parent Connect. Update, as necessary, your cell phone number(s), email address(es) and emergency contacts. If you have a change to your home address and/or home phone number, please call your school, or send a note to the office.
[image: ]This will be the only paper newsletter sent home with all students from SMS.  We have a number of ways to keep in touch with parents and the community.  Please see below for a list.  
School website:  www.sms.sd83.bc.ca  we will keep this updated with important dates and information.    You can see our Facebook  from the website and access our newsletter from the website as well.
School Newsletters:  Newsletters are posted on our website.  Kyla emails all parents to let you know when a newsletter has been posted.  Hard copies are always available at the office for you to pick up.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Shuswapmiddleschool    If you “like” our Facebook page, you will get updated information.  We use this to post the happenings around the school on a regular basis.
[image: h:\Profile\Desktop\Image.png]Student Agendas and One Binder System
Our 2018/19 Parent Advisory Council questioned the expense of agendas as they did not feel they were being utilized by the students.  We surveyed our teachers who, for the most part, agreed.  Please check with your child(ren) and discuss the preferred method of organization for each classroom and student.  The information that was previously found in the front of the agenda is attached to this newsletter.  Please be sure to review the information with your child(ren) and indicate that you have done so on parent connect when you review and reply to the various on-line permissions (see attached).   Our “one binder” system was revisited as well, and the supply list on our website was updated as a result.
Explorations Program for 2018/2019
Grade 7 and 8 students were given a choice of their explorations.  Again this year, we did our best to timetable students into their 1st, 2nd, or 3rd choices.  

Students in grade 6 will have an exploration rotation which includes Art, Materials Exploration, Music, Foods and Textiles.  Grade 7 students will have Band and their choice of two explorations.  Grade 8 students have their choice for all explorations (Band, Shop, Cooking, Sewing, Art, Robotics, Hockey).

Absences 

[image: ]It is very important for parents to notify the office if their child is away or late to school. Please contact the office by 8:15 am. If you prefer to call the night before there is an answering machine for your convenience, 832-6031.  Attendance is essential for success at school, and one of our goals is to improve attendance for all students.  Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 10% or more of school days in a year.  Research shows that students who are chronically absent are less likely to succeed academically and more likely to drop out of school.  Our counsellors, Sandy Little and Christel Mueller, gave an excellent presentation to PAC which we will include with our Open House presentation on Thursday, September 12.  

Student Fees

We have provided a breakdown of required and requested fees.

Required & Optional Fees ($30) - Lock/Locker rental $5  (required), Cultural Performance & Activity Fee $25. This includes team building field trips and activities for the beginning of the year. (optional)

"SMS" PE Shirt $10 and PE Shorts $15 can be purchased at the office.  If the optional fees throughout the year cause you financial hardship they can be waived. Please call or email a confidential note to the Principal.
We would greatly appreciate your attention to these fees and payment at your earliest convenience or by September 30, 2019.

Thank you for your support!
Traffic Flow
When necessary students may be dropped off in the morning in the upper lot. We ask that parents use this option as a last resort.  Please follow the one way arrows to the main school doors and drop students off.  We will have staff directing you to let your children off further down the loop in order to keep the flow going.
[image: https://shuswapmiddle.sd83.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2017/01/iPhone-Image-9403FD-225x300.jpg]Since there is no room for cars to park in the upper lot, students must be picked up in the lower parking area or at the Field of Dreams. 
Shuswap Middle is a very busy place during drop off and pick up times. Please follow the posted 10 kilometer speed limit, other posted signs and road markings. Be extra cautious, calm, and alert when entering the parking lots.  Please remember that our busses have the right of way.  Please stop at all stop signs, including the one above the crosswalk.  Left turns into the lower parking lot are not allowed before 8:25, and are never permitted onto Okanagan Avenue. Please be courteous to other drivers and keep our students safe by following the rules.
 Grade 6 Immunization
All students in Grade 6 will be offered immunizations for Hepatitis B, meningococcal C and chickenpox. The HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccine is offered to female students.  An information package with consent will be sent home from school.  Immunization takes place in October.  
If you have questions or concerns please call the Salmon Arm Health Centre at 250-833-4100 and speak with Ms Mewl, Public Health Nurse for Shuswap Middle School. You may also visit www.immunizebc.ca for further information.
Parent Advisory Council
[image: https://shuswapmiddle.sd83.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2016/11/pac-300x268.jpg]Your Shuswap Middle School PAC performs an important role in providing ongoing feedback and communications between parents and staff.  Your PAC also supports the school in a variety of other ways such as fundraising and the administration of Gaming Funds to the benefit of the school.  Your participation and attendance at these meetings is a great way to be involved and to stay informed.  Our students benefit greatly from the tremendous support of our PAC.  We hope you will join this dedicated team!  We have lost two key members of our PAC to SAS and are looking forward to new faces at our September 23rd meeting in the library at 6:30.

Important Dates Coming Up Quickly!
· Sept 5 – Morning open gym starts 7:00am– see Mr. Smith's blog for details (website)
· Sept 9 – School cafe opens, Breakfast program begins
· Sept 12 – Open House.  5:00-5:30 Hot dogs (free) and school open for students to tour their families.  5:40 Presentation in the gym
· [image: ]Sept 13 - School Wide Terry Fox run
· Sept 18 – Student photo day
· Sept 20– Non-Instructional Day; students do not attend
· Sept 23 – PAC Meeting 6:30 Library  (all welcome!)
· Sept 30 - Orange Shirt Day and Indigenous Assembly
· Oct 14 - Thanksgiving
Updating Your Child’s Online Information 
Please see the attached letter for very important information regarding our Parent Connect program and a number of forms that need to be reviewed and authorized on line.  
We welcome you to drop by the school.  We love having visitors any time!  Our office staff are here to help you at all times with any questions or concerns.  Cinnamon is at our front desk and Kyla is in the back.
Sincerely,
Wendy Woodhurst		             Chris Matheson		Sandra Major
Principal				Vice-Principal			Vice-Principal






Student & Parent Information – Previously Found in Front of Student Agenda
			

website: www.sms.sd83.bc.ca   	e-mail: sms@sd83.bc.ca     Facebook:  facebook.com/Shuswapmiddleschool

Principal: Wendy Woodhurst - wwoodhur@sd83.bc.ca  
Vice-Principal: Chris Matheson – cmatheson@sd83.bc.ca            Vice-Principal:  Sandra Major – smajor@sd83.bc.ca

Please check our Facebook page & SMS website for current information.

Shuswap Middle School is a welcoming and safe community that supports learning for all.

Our Growth Plan Goals:
· To ensure that all students including our Indigenous students are improving their capacity in Numeracy while at SMS to ensure they are able to interpret information moving forward in life.
· To improve the reading skills of Gr. 6/7 English and French students including our Indigenous students by 10% for those students who are not meeting grade level expectations.
· To investigate the impact frequent absenteeism has on Mental Health
Administration of Medication

We prefer arrangements to be made for students to take any medications at home.  However, if your child requires medication at school, please complete the “Request for Administration of Medication at School” form, which is available in the office.  Have the form completed by your doctor, sign it yourself and return it to the school as soon as possible.  This refers to medication taken on a regular or emergency basis.  
Bicycles, Skateboards and Scooters

Upon arrival, bikes and scooters must be walked on school property and parked in the bike racks which are located outside room 119 between the school and the portables. Bike locks are recommended at all times. Skateboards must be carried upon arrival on school grounds and stored in lockers during the school day. 

Classes at Shuswap Middle

The Core subjects include Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Math, second language, Physical Education, and Health and Careers. The explorations subjects include Foods and Textiles, Shop, Art, Band, Robotics and Guitars. Note:  Not all students will necessarily get all explorations in the same year.  Students in grade 7 will take band.


Closed Campus

Shuswap Middle School is a closed campus for all students. This means that only students who attend Shuswap Middle School are to be on the school grounds during the school day.  It also means that once students arrive at school they must remain on the school grounds for the rest of the school day. Periodically, a student may be given permission by their parent to go home for lunch. Students are not permitted to go to restaurants or stores at lunch unless they are picked up at school by a parent.   Students being picked up must be signed out at the school office by their parent/guardian or by an adult with their parent/guardian’s permission.  For safety reasons, we ask students to wait at the office before departing.

Shuswap Middle School is a place of learning and belonging.  Students are expected to be safe, demonstrate ownership of actions and be respectful at all times. Part of our code of conduct is: S.O.A.R. – Safety, Ownership, Actions, and Respect.

S.O.A.R. at Shuswap Middle School
 
Safety ~ We believe in having a safe school.

Ownership ~ We believe that each student must own their behaviour.
	
Actions ~ We believe that each student can control their actions.
	
Respect ~ We believe that all members of our community must act with respect toward self, others & the school.

Bullying is Violence
At SMS, we take bullying very seriously. Bullying in any form is violence and it is not acceptable and will not be tolerated. The information below is meant to assist students should they need it. We are here to make sure your voice is heard.

F.A.S.T =
Friends – Use the power of Friendship by hanging out with other people.  

Authority – Use Authority by reporting bullying to teachers, counsellors, administrators, or parents.

Safety – Keep yourself safe.  Avoid being alone or going to areas that may be a problem.

Take a Stand – If you or someone you know is being bullied, tell the bully to stop, or report it.  Research shows that students together have the most power to stop bullying.  


What is bullying?
The definition of bullying is when an individual or a group of people with more power, repeatedly and intentionally cause hurt or harm to another person or group of people who feel helpless to respond. Bullying can continue over time, is often hidden from adults, and will probably continue if no action is taken.

While the bullying definition is broad and can occur in a variety of environments it usually is a relationship problem and requires relationship-based solutions. These are best solved in the social environment in which they occur: in a child or young person's life, this is most often the school.

What bullying is not
· single episodes of social rejection or dislike
· single episode acts of nastiness or spite
· random acts of aggression or intimidation
· mutual arguments, disagreements or fights.
These actions can cause great distress. However, they do not fit the definition of bullying, and they're not examples of bullying unless someone is deliberately and repeatedly doing them.
The SMS Code of Conduct applies while at school, at school related activities, and in other circumstances where engaging in the activity will have an impact on our school environment.

Shuswap Middle School promotes the values of The Canadian Charter for Human Rights and the BC Human Rights Code.
This means that we respect the rights of individuals in accordance with the law. The school will treat any infringement on these rights very seriously. This prohibits discrimination based on race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.
In addition, with specific reference to sexual orientation and gender identity, in accordance with School District Policy we recognize:
· Homophobic and gender-based comments, discrimination and bullying are demeaning to all regardless of their actual or perceived sexual orientation.
Any language or behavior that deliberately degrades, denigrates, incites hatred, prejudice or discrimination or harassment towards individuals on the basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation, or harassment towards individuals on the basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation will not be tolerated.

Violent Risk Threat Assessment Protocol
School District #83 and our school are part of the collaboration that occurs between government agencies to ensure the safety of students, staff, parents and others. The information below provides a description and an outline of the Violent Threat Risk Assessment (VTRA) process in our district
· Student behaviours that initiate a VTRA include, but are not limited to, serious violence or violence with intent to harm or kill, verbal/written threats, internet website/MSN threats, possession of weapons (including replicas), bomb threats, sexualized threats, and fire setting.
· To keep our school safe and caring, staff, parents, students and community members must report all threat-related behaviours.
· A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently against someone or something. Threats may be verbal, written, drawn, posted on the internet or made by gesture. Threats are taken seriously, investigated and responded to.
· All threat making behavior by a student will be reported to the school administrator who will organize the response which may involve the RCMP, Ministry of Children and Families, SD 83 Central Office and others.

Smoking and The Use of Tobacco and Vaping Products
Healthy school and workplace environments are essential to the quality of learning and working. In accordance with SD 83 policy, SMS is a smoke-free facility which includes all buildings and property. Tobacco and vaping products of any kind are not permitted.  The use or possession of tobacco or vaping products by any student is a “Bottom Line Behaviour” and is immediately referred to school administration.

Consequences for Student Breaches of the SMS Code of Conduct
S.O.A.R is a cornerstone of our beliefs at SMS. Behaviour that is, in any way, disrespectful or unsafe will trigger the progressive discipline process.
The progressive discipline process often starts in the classroom with an individual conversation or correction by the classroom teacher.  If inappropriate behavior continues, the classroom teacher will contact home and discuss the situation with a parent or guardian. However, repeat behavior will result in an office referral. In serious circumstances, an office referral is made immediately.

Office referrals will result in consequences which depend on the circumstances. Consequences may include:

· Restitution
· Natural and logical consequences
· Parent/teacher/student/administrator meeting
· In or out-of-school suspension
· School-based team meeting
First Office Referral
· a meeting with the Principal or Vice-Principal; an office time out and referral sheet will be completed by the teacher and the student
Second Office Referral
· a parent or guardian becomes involved; phone contact will be made with a parent by a school administrator.
Third or Subsequent Office Referrals
· possibly an in-school suspension. An in-school suspension involves the student completing their school work in the office under supervision. Nutrition break and lunch are taken at separate times from the rest of the student body.  In-school suspensions often involve parent/student/ staff meetings and the development of a behavior plan for the future.
“BOTTOM LINE BEHAVIOURS” 
These behaviours are immediately referred to the Principal or Vice-Principal. SD #83 Policy 1030.10R “Student Suspensions” will be implemented.
· 
· Weapons
· Drugs or Alcohol
· Violent Behaviour including threats
· Outright Defiance
· Stealing
· Vandalism
· Smoking/vaping or possession of related materials
· Serious Internet Infractions




Computer Use and the Internet

Students have access to the internet as a support for their academics. This service is for educational purposes only. Wi-Fi is available throughout the school.  In order to access it please see the instructions on our school website.  Students who use the computer or software disrespectfully or for any educationally inappropriate reason will be referred to the administration and have their privileges suspended immediately. Students are directed not to share their password or user ID with anyone. Students who log on using another student’s ID will have their privileges suspended. 

Copying & Plagiarism

Students are expected to present their own work in their own words.  The substitution of work copied or taken from other students or from other sources such as the Internet, and presented as their own, is not acceptable and will result in an appropriate intervention. 

SMS Dress Code

The North Okanagan-Shuswap School District expects all students to dress in a respectful manner which is appropriate and conducive to a positive, safe, learning environment.   

Appropriate dress is considered to be that which:
· Is respectful of self and others;
· Is free of any reference which promotes alcohol, drugs, gangs, hate, obscenity, profanity, racism/discrimination, sex and/or violence;
· Is similar to office or retail workplace attire.
· Appropriate footwear
· Shirts meet top of waistband
· Opaque clothing over your body core
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Best effort to minimize exposing undergarments
Body core: defined as the area from your arm pits to 2” below your bottom

Electronic Devices & Cell Phones

Students are discouraged from bringing valuables including iPods, cell phones, digital cameras, expensive shoes and clothing articles to school.  Electronic items should be kept in the student’s locker during the school day including nutrition break and lunch time unless a teacher has given permission to use it for student learning. 

Cell phones must not be visible during the day. Consequences:
· 1st time - staff member will speak with the student and make note in an office file.
· 2nd time -  staff member will confiscate the phone (and deliver it to the office or keep it until the end of the day. Student may pick it up at the end of the day).
· 3rd time – the phone is delivered to the office and held until the parents are called and informed.
· 4th time – the phone is delivered to the office. Parents must pick up the phone at the office and discuss the situation with administration. 
Valuable items are brought to school at the owner’s risk; the school is not responsible for any loss. 

Field Trips

From time to time, students have the opportunity to participate in field trips beyond the school property. Field trips are organized in accordance with SD83 Regulation 8030.06R. Parental consent for a student’s participation is obtained through a Field Trip Consent Form. If there is a cost associated with the trip, no student will be excluded for financial reasons. As with all school-sponsored activities, the SMS Student Code of Conduct must be adhered to.
Students also have opportunities for trips in close proximity to the school. In these instances, students and supervisors walk to their destination. At the beginning of each school year, parents provide consent for local outings by submitting the Walking Field Trip Consent Form. This enables walking trips to be completed throughout the school year without additional consent forms being sent home.

Field Trip Receipts – Receipts are issued for funds collected for field trips. Please keep these receipts for your records. The school often wastes valuable time trying to verify payment for a field trip because the student or parent has misplaced a receipt. Thank you for your cooperation.

Field Trip Refunds – If a student experiences illness on the day of a field trip and does not attend school, no refund is issued. Costs for field trips are often determined and committed to well in advance and cannot be adjusted. As well, travel costs such as bussing are not reduced by the absence of one or two students.
Parent Volunteers- All parent volunteers are required to have a Police/Criminal record check on file at the school if they are driving students, or working independently with a group of students. Forms are available at the office and must be taken directly to the local RCMP station. Reimbursements provided. Parents that are driving children other than their own must fill out the volunteer driver checklist that can also be found at the office.  


Freedom of Information and the Protection of Privacy (FOIPOP)

In School District #83, Student / Personal Information Consents are obtained every school year and are valid until September 30 of the next school year.  Pictures are not published in any form, or posted on the Internet without parental permission of the children in the photo. In order to protect the privacy and safety of students and their families, cameras are discouraged except under supervised use.



Gym Strip

Gym strip and proper gym shoes are necessary for students to participate in gym classes in a safe and appropriate way. Shuswap Middle School shirt and shorts for PE classes are optional and can be purchased at the office.
Homework

Homework shall be monitored by individual teachers as well as teams of teachers.  Work done at home can be an important part of learning.  It is an expectation of all students to have homework completed and all assignments handed in on time. Teams may have a homework club available at lunch or after school to assist students needing some extra support.  Reinforcement of learning at home is a valuable part of the partnership necessary to ensure academic success for your child. It is our expectation that students in grades 6-8 spend the necessary time, without it being a hardship, on homework. We need to keep in mind that although an evening school activity is important, students need time to be children too.  There must be a balance between work and play.  If parents believe an excessive amount of homework is being done by their child, please contact your child’s teacher. 
Late Procedure

Our school expectation is that students are to, “be where they are supposed to be and be on time”.  To ensure optimal learning conditions, prompt attendance is necessary. Therefore, when a consistent pattern of late behaviour is observed the student shall be referred to the office in accordance with SMS school goal #3.

Lockers

Lockers are the property of the school. The school administration reserves the right to open and search lockers for issues relating to school safety and security.  It is a privilege to have a locker, and hopefully everyone will have his or her own locker.  It is the student’s responsibility to take care of their locker and to ensure that their lock combination is kept secret.  No writing or stickers are permitted on lockers.  Everything kept in a locker must be removable and show no marks.  All decorations must be in good taste.  Do not switch lockers to be closer to a friend.  Locks are supplied by the school.  Only school issued locks are to be used on school lockers.  There is a $5 charge to replace a lost lock.  Students should keep their locker combination private.

Students should only go to their lockers at the following times: before school, nutrition break, lunch and after school.

Lunch Routine

The lunch break is 45 minutes long and includes an eating period of 15 minutes.  All students will eat in their classrooms. We have food for sale on certain days; watch for a notice home on this.   

11:55 - 12:20	activity time outside - play on field, playground or basketball/tennis court
12:20 - 12:35 	eating time - students eat in classrooms or assigned  areas.

During lunch break the school provides paid supervisory care for all students.  

When the students are eating their lunch in the classroom, we expect them to remain seated, talk quietly, treat each other and their school with respect, and clean up after themselves.  Students are expected to keep classrooms, hallways and grounds clean, and free of litter. 

Morning Break (“Nutrition Break”)

There will be a formal nutrition break of 10 minutes from 10:05 - 10:15 for Grade 6/7 students in which a core teacher will be supervising the students. Break is the time to use the washroom, eat a snack and go to your locker to gather materials for their third & fourth periods.  

Parking Lot Safety

Parents are asked to drop off and pick up their children following the designated traffic flow procedure.  Parents are encouraged to use the parking lot across the street at the Field of Dreams or the gravel lot down below. This is a safe drop-off point with very little traffic congestion.  The School District has installed a crossing on the street and pays for a crossing guard for our students.

In the SMS lots, please yield to school buses and respect the 10 km/h speed limit.  Students are expected to use the sidewalks and stay out of the driveway and parking lots. 

Public Displays of Affection (PDA’s)

Students are reminded that Public Displays of Affection (PDAs) are not appropriate for Shuswap Middle School. Students must recognize that as a public middle school, it is the responsibility of the school to ensure that all students are comfortable and not subject to witnessing anything to cause them to feel discomfort. Some examples of public displays of affection include, but are not limited to, hugging, kissing and holding hands.

Reporting

Three formal reports are available online. These will detail students’ progress and level of achievement at school.  Parents, please take the time to review your child’s report card with them and set personal academic goals for the following term or school year. Reporting dates are set for December, March and June. There will also be two informal reporting periods. Informal reports can take many forms. 

Getting to the Report Card Using Parent Connect

Here is a step-by-step guide to get access the report card. 

Step 1: Go to the Shuswap Middle School website:   www.sms.sd83.bc.ca

Step 2: Click on the “Parent Connect” tab on the left side of the web page.  It may be necessary to update your browser to a newer version in order for this to work properly (eg. Google Chrome) 

Step 3: Log on  Enter your email and password  If you don’t know your password or are having trouble logging in, please click on this link --http://www.sd83.bc.ca/parentconnectinstructions.pdf  There is also an online video with instructions in the same location.

Step 4: Select your student  Your child or children will appear below your email address  Click “Sign In” button 

Step 5: Finding the report card  Click on the “Folder” tab  Report card will appear in folder – click “View” 

Step 6: Your child’s IEP (Individual Education Plan)  IF your child has an IEP, click on the “EPlan” tab  Click on the blue “IEP Central” button

NOTE: While you are in Parent Connect, please also make any information changes (new phone number, change in primary phone number, verification forms, etc.) so that everything is up-to-date.

Scents

Spray deodorant and perfumes are not permitted to be used in school due to potential allergic reaction from students and staff.  As a school we are “scent aware” and we will work with students to make sure that this is a safe place for all.

Sickness

Good health is necessary for effective learning.  Students who become ill during the day are to go directly to their teacher.  Our policy is to get students who are sick home as soon as possible.  Our practice will be to call parents and ask that the students be picked up.  As such, it is important that parents keep work and emergency phone numbers current.
Signing In and Out

Any time a student is late, they must sign in at the office, and take a late slip.  If a student needs to leave early for an appointment, they must sign out at the office and sign back in again when they return.  A note or a phone call to accompany this is mandatory.  Students may not leave the school grounds without parent permission.
Starting the Day

School doors open at 7:50 AM. A warning bell will ring at 8:20 AM.  At this time, students should gather study materials needed for the first two periods of the day.  All personal belongings such as backpacks, jackets and any electronics are to be left in their locker.  Students are expected to be ready for learning in their class by 8:25 AM.
Telephone

There is a student phone in the school lobby.  This phone is not to be used during class time. Students are expected to notify their parents whenever they are delayed or expect to be late in arriving home. In an emergency, please speak to the secretary.

Textbooks

Textbooks and other educational resources are the property of the school and school district.  Students are issued textbooks at the start of the year.  Students are responsible for returning the same textbook they were originally issued when they are collected or when teachers conduct their periodic “textbook check”. Students will be charged for lost or damaged books. 

Valuables

Unfortunately, every year a few students have valuables go missing. To prevent this:
· Make payments to school by cheque, not cash
· Leave valuables at home, including Ipods, jewelry, electronic games, etc..

The school is not responsible for the loss of valuables.

Visitors

To help us maintain the security of the building and safety of the students, all visitors (including parents) are expected to check in at the school office immediately upon entering the school.  Parents dropping off lunches, homework, planners for their child are asked to leave it at the office, and we will page your child during the break.
Work Habits / Criteria for Effort List

G = Good = Consistently meets expectations.	
S = Satisfactory = Most Often meets expectations.		
N = Needs Improvement = Inconsistently meets expectations

	SMS believes in...
	Learning Habits

	Best effort during instructional time
	· Ready
· Working to capacity
· Engaged in learning
· Giving genuine best effort
· For French Immersion students, this means speaking in French during all courses taught in French

	Being timely and respecting time
	· Punctual
· Attendance (If more than five days are missed per term, the core teacher will be consulted to determine if criteria is met)
· Assignments
· Ready to learn

	Organization
	· Ready to work with appropriate materials



Library/Learning Commons

Classes make regular visits to the Library/Learning Commons to borrow books. Students are expected to return items on time and in excellent condition. The Library/Learning Commons is available for students to use computers, print assignments and work in small groups. The Teacher-Librarian is available for digital and information literacy lessons, book talks, and to plan and deliver units of study with classroom teachers.
Library On-Line Resources
Access these on-line resources at www.sms.sd83.bc.ca under the Library/Learning Commons tab then Student Links.

EBSCO 	User Name:  sd83  	EBSCO Password:  sd83

World Book 	User Name:  sd83 	World Book Password:  student
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1 or 2 days a week doesn’t seem like much but....

If your child That equals... Which is.... And over 13
misses..... years of
schooling that's

1dayevery 2 20 days per year |4 weeks per year | Nearly 1% years
weeks

1day per week |40 days per year |8 weeks per year | Over 2 % years of
school

How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won’t affect my child?

He/she is only That equals.... Which is..... And over 13
missing just.... years of
schooling
that's....
10 mins per day | 50 mins per Nearly 1 % weeks | Nearly % year
week per year
20 mins perday | 1hr40 minsper |Over2% weeks |Nearly1year
week er year
EVERY DAY COUNTS

If you want your child to be successful at school then YES, attendance does
matter!
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